
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



136 Reviews of Books m.v.h.e. 

The Indian history of the Modoc war and the causes that led to it. By 
Jeff C. Riddle, the son of Winema. (Klamath Falls, Oregon: 
D. L. Moses, 1914. 295 p. $2.74) 
This timely volume is an added reminder that Indian evidence on his- 
toric occurrences has made it necessary for the historian to reopen the 
whole question of credibility of testimony and to reverse more than one 
long-standing decision in the field of evidence. The Indian story of 
Captain Jack and the Modoc war is a singularly convincing piece of 
testimony. After reading it one can hardly resist the conclusion that 
here are to be found the basal facts for a typical Indian outbreak. The 
story of our Indian wars is not unfamiliar to most of us — a dishonest or 
unreliable agent, a rebellious chief with a turbulent following, broken 
promises and half-understood concessions, and then the massacre of the 
nearest whites until the wrongs of the offended tribe are atoned for. 
This is, in brief, the story related here, but it is given in the childlike 
phrase and dramatic form characteristic of the Indian. The Indian 
office needs to take the lesson of this book into the routine of their ad- 
ministration and let it find expression in bettered relations between our 
nation and its wards. 

There is not a chapter of our Indian history that cannot furnish strik- 
ing commentary on the message of this story. To be sure, there is noth- 
ing of romantic interest in such a tale, the speeches are real and recite 
plain facts, the Modoc kill the commissioners because they are driven 
to the wall and are about to lose their homes ; their leader, Captain Jack, 
knows the consequences and warns his people of them, and then does the 
deed as a representative of the tribe. We become callous by long repeti- 
tion of this sordid story of wrong, with its pitiful details and its un- 
heroic tribal patriotism. The glamour of war is painfully absent in the 
story of these events; the friendly Modoc are betrayed by a preacher of 
the gospel, a handful of hostiles are bombarded in their strongholds and 
hunted down like coyotes. An old woman is killed and furnishes scalps 
for a group of soldiers who otherwise would have nothing to show for 
their valorous deeds. 

The work is an admirable exposition of just how our Indian affairs 
are mismanaged. When a little tact and some elementary knowledge of 
Indian nature would have solved the difficulty, blunder after blunder is 
made and in the end valuable lives are uselessly sacrificed. The loca- 
tion of the responsibility for a well-known Indian outbreak is only one 
of the services which is rendered by this unpretentious but genuine little 
work. The facts are stated clearly, the names and confirmatory inci- 
dents are abundantly supplied. In this respect the work may well serve 
as a model for similar studies elsewhere. 
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